THE  WORLD   LIFE
discovered therein many truths. I found that, like all faiths. Buddhism remained in the hearts of the people by virtue of one great truth round which minor truths were gathered. ^This great truth is the unity and eternity of the evolution of life in this world. It is expressed in the theory of the transmigration of souls, an incomplete and childish expression, but of a world truth. It is the same truth I found first in Darwin enlarged and vivified. It is not Buddhist. It is an universal truth. In the East it still remains, but it was known to all people in one form or another until suppressed by organised error. I have found it in all early people. It was known in Britain. It is in the early legends of all nations.
And more, it is in every child that is born. In The Soul of a People^ I told true stories of how I had found in a great many Burmese children a recollection of previous lives. Now the supposed detailed memory is, of course, only the vehicle, it is of the flesh. Detailed memory of previous events does not, I think, come into the world with us nor go away with us. What would be the use of it ? And evolution retains nothing useless. Knowledge is built of / memory, but wisdom does not require memory ; it is knowledge become instinctive. There is no memory of a previous life, but there is instinctive knowledge. In these children there was the certainty that their life was of the eternal life of the world, and they said so